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“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”  

–  Matthew 5:8 
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Our Mission 
We joyfully proclaim the 

gospel of God’s love. As  

a diverse and inclusive 

community of believers, 

we celebrate our unity in 

Christ. We believe we are 

called to compassionate 

service in our 

congregation, in our 

community and in the 

world.  We invite all who 

want to explore the great 

mystery of faith and paths 

of discipleship to join us. 
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

FEBRUARY 1, 2026 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S DAY 

850 Oxmoor Road, Birmingham, Alabama 35209 
www.edgewoodpc.org  ⚫  205-871-4302 
205-718-9832  < pastor’s cell phone > 

1 YEAR TOGETHER, ROOTED IN 252 YEARS OF SERVICE 

  

 



*Please text any prayer requests to 205-924-5080 before the Sharing of the 
Peace.  Please include your name unless you wish the request to be 

anonymous. 

 
Prayer of Preparation (Silent Prayer)  

Holy God, help me hear you calling my name above the din                
of stress and worry. Amen. 
 
Chiming of the Trinity 
 

The Waters of Baptism    All children are invited to gather  
      at the baptismal font. 
 
Prelude        Entreaty    Carl Simone 

   
*Welcome 
 
*Call to Worship       Lynn Frennea, Liturgist 
 

Come, worship the Christ who tends to the poor. 

Come, worship the Christ who wipes away our tears. 

 

Come, worship the Christ who gives inheritance to the meek. 

Come, worship the Christ who nourishes the hungry. 

 

Come, worship the Christ who gives mercy to the merciful. 

Come, worship the Christ who gives vision. 

 

Come, worship the Christ who blesses the peacemakers. 

Come, worship the Christ who remembers the persecuted. 

 

Come, worship the Christ who finds the lost.  

Come, worship the Christ who is with us now and always. 



 *Prayer of the Day                                 

 

 

*Hymn 372        O For a World       AZMON

1 O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways, 
where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise.
 
2 O for a world where goods 
are shared and misery 
relieved, where truth is 
spoken, children spared, 
equality achieved. 
 
3 We welcome one world 
family and struggle with each 
choice that opens us to unity 
and gives our vision voice. 
 
 

 
4 The poor are rich; the weak 
are strong; the foolish ones 
are wise. Tell all who mourn: 
outcasts belong, 
who perishes will rise. 
 
5 O for a world preparing for 
God’s glorious reign of peace, 
where time and tears will be 
no more, and all but love will 
cease. 

 
Invitation to Reconciliation  
 
 

Prayer of Brokenness 

 

God of endless creation and creativity,                                   

you bless us, and we turn away.                                                   

You bless us, and we deny the goodness you see.  

You bless us, and we want more than our share.  

You bless us, and we look to see                                                    

if our neighbor received a larger blessing.                                                       



Forgive us when we miss your blessing.                                      

Teach us to look only to see if our neighbor has enough.                                                     

Teach us to receive your love with open hearts.  

Teach us to rejoice and be glad.  

We pray in Christ’s name, as we share in silence the troubles                                                

of our own souls...   

(silent confession) 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, and restored to new life! 

 

Gloria (Hymn 583) 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

 

Epistle Reading   

1 Corinthians 1: 18-31                      (pew Bible pages 166)  

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
  



Psalter                                  Psalm 15 

Refrain:                                                                                                 

O LORD, who may abide in your tent?   

Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

 
2Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,                      

and speak the truth from their heart;                                  

Refrain 
 

3who do not slander with their tongue,                                                

and do no evil to their friends,                                                                

nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;                   

Refrain 

 
4in whose eyes the wicked are despised,                                                    

but who honor those who fear the LORD;                                            

who stand by their oath even to their hurt;                              

Refrain 

 
5Who do not lend money at interest,                                                     

and do not take a bribe against the innocent.                                         

Those who do these things shall never be moved.                  

Refrain 

 Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Lesson 

Matthew 5: 1-12          (pew Bible page 4)  

El Evangelio del Señor.   Te alabamos, Cristo Señor. 



Sermon      “Invocation” 

          The Reverend Joe Genau 

 

*Hymn172  Blest Are They      BLEST ARE THEY 

 
1 Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow; they shall be consoled. 
 
Refrain: Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you; holy are you! 
        Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

2 Blest are they, the lowly 
ones; they shall inherit the 
earth. Blest are they who 
hunger and thirst; 
they shall have their fill. 
(Refrain) 
 
3 Blest are they who show 
mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of 
heart; they shall see God. 
(Refrain) 

4 Blest are they who seek 
peace; they are the children of 
God. Blest are they who suffer 
in faith; the glory of God is 
theirs.  
(Refrain) 
 
5 Blest are you who suffer 
hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice, be glad; yours is the 
kingdom; shine for all to see. 
(Refrain) 

 

*Sharing of the Peace  

Announcements for the Community of Faith 

Call to Offering 

Anthem     Fairest Lord Jesus   

                       Crusader’s Hymn; setting William Hunt 
 
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,  
O Thou of God and man the Son, Thee will I cherish,  
Thee will I honor, Thou, my soul’s Glory, Joy, and Crown.                                                                                                



Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
robed in the blooming garb of spring;  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
Beautiful savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!   
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be Thine!  
  

 Offering of Tithes and Gifts 

 

*Doxology Hymn 607                            OLD HUNDREDTH  

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise Christ, all people here below; 
  praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
    praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Servers:  Carolyn Crocker, Sheila Cook, Fay Farmer 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

   It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

 

…we join our voices … 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,   

   heaven and earth are full of your glory.    

   Hosanna in the highest.                
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of   

   the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Great is the mystery of faith: 

         Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

…we are bold to lift our voices praying the prayer Jesus taught his 

disciples:   *The Lord’s Prayer 

 



*Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 
  
*Communion of the People 
 

Music at Communion   Thou Wilt Keep Him In Perfect Peace    
      Vivian A. Kretz; arr. Robert J. Hughes 
   

Concerns of the Church & Prayers of the People 

 

*Hymn 700   I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me    I’M GONNA LIVE 

1 I’m gonna live so God can 

use me anywhere, Lord, 

anytime! 

I’m gonna live so God can use 

me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

 

2 I’m gonna work so God can 

use me anywhere, Lord, 

anytime! I’m gonna work so 

God can use me anywhere, 

Lord, anytime! 

 

3 I’m gonna pray so God can 

use me anywhere, Lord, 

anytime! I’m gonna pray so 

God can use me anywhere, 

Lord, anytime! 

 

4 I’m gonna sing so God can 

use me anywhere, Lord, 

anytime! I’m gonna sing so 

God can use me anywhere, 

Lord, anytime! 

Charge from the Steps 

 

*Charge and Benediction           Rev. Joe Genau 

 

Postlude   God of Glory       Gertrude Haupt Richolson 


