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*Please text any prayer requests to 205-924-5080 before the Sharing of the
Peace. Please include your name unless you wish the request to be
anonymous.

Prayer of Preparation (Silent Prayer)
O God, help me see beauty all around me - and within me. Amen.

Chiming of the Trinity

The Waters of Baptism
All children are invited to gather at the baptismal font.

Prelude Comfort in Prayer Garrett Parker
*Welcome
*Call to Worship William Kraft, Liturgist

O God, we are your people, gathered to worship.
We speak with one voice of praise.

We join together to ask for your presence,
your attention, your love.
We are one, though we are wonderfully diverse.

You have created us: introverts, extroverts, artists, poets,
with different voices, of innumerable shapes and sizes,
with wildly varied gifts.

We are yours: students, teachers, musicians, philosophers,
with skin that tells our story, hearts both broken and hopeful,
souls filled with curiosity and hard-wrought truth.

All of us, together, seek you.
Be with us, O God, in community, in song, and in silence.



*Prayer of the Day

Hymn 625 How Great Thou Art HOW GREAT THOU ART

1 O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder consider all the
worlds thy hands have made, | see the stars, | hear the rolling
thunder, thy power throughout the universe displayed:

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my savior God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!

2 When through the woods and forest glades | wander and hear
the birds sing sweetly in the trees, when | look down from lofty
mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze:
Refrain

3 And when | think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die,
| scarce can take it in, that on the cross, my burden gladly
bearing, he bled and died to take away my sin: Refrain

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation and take me
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then | shall bow in humble
adoration, and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”
Refrain

Invitation to Reconciliation
Prayer of Brokenness

God of mercy, we have ignored so much beauty in our haste
to get things done, to fit in, to survive.

Mere survival is not our purpose. You ache for us to thrive.
Call to us to turn and see fires of wisdom,

to hear the call to create, to notice the color purple in a field.
Help us appreciate the beauty you offer,

rather than settling for less.



Give us the courage to stand out, instead of blending in.
Let your Word be at work within us.

We offer you now the struggles we carry...

(silent confession)

Declaration of Forgiveness
Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, and restored to new life!

Gloria (Hymn 582)

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, world without end, Amen. [3X]

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.

Prayer for lllumination

Psalter Psalm 104: 1-4, 24-34

'Bless the LORD, O my soul.

O LORD my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honor and majesty,
wrapped in light as with a garment.

You stretch out the heavens like a tent;

3you set the beams of your chambers on the waters;
you make the clouds your chariot;

you ride on the wings of the wind;

“you make the winds your messengers,

fire and flame your ministers.



240 LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have
made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

2’Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things
innumerable are there, living things both small and great.

26There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.
2"These all look to you to give them their food in due season;

28When you give to them, they gather it up;

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are dismayed;

when you take away their breath,

they die and return to their dust.

30When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the ground.

3'"May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in all that God has made.

32 God only looks on the earth and it trembles.
God touches the mountains and they smoke.

33 will sing to the LORD as long as | live;

I will sing praise to my God while | am alive.
3*May my meditation be pleasing to God,
for | rejoice in the LORD.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Lesson

John 2: 1-11 (pew Bible page 93)

El Evangelio del Sefior. Te alabamos, Cristo Senor.



Sermon Reverend Joe Genau

“Better Than Normal: Beauty over Blandness”

*Hymn 435  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy IN BABILONE

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness

of the sea. There's a kindness in God's justice, which is more
than liberty. There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt
than up in heaven. There is no place where earth’s failings

have such kindly judgment given.

2 For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind.
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust

God’s Word, and our lives reflect thanksgiving for

the goodness of our Lord.

*Sharing of the Peace
Announcements for the Community of Faith
Call to Offering

Anthem All Things Bright and Beautiful
C. F. Alexander; John Ritter

Refrain: All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

1 Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings,

God made their glowing colors, he made their tiny wings. Refrain
2 The purple headed mountain, the river running by,

the sunset and the morning, that brightens up the sky;

the cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun,

the ripe fruits in the garden, God made them every one; Refrain
3 God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell

how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. Refrain



Offering of Tithes and Gifts

*Doxology Hymn 607 OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;

praise Holy Spirit evermore;

praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Servers: John Bridges, Stacey Waites, Scott lowers

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your heatrts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...we join our voices ...
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

...we are bold to lift our voices praying the prayer Jesus taught his
disciples:
*The Lord’s Prayer

*Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup

*Communion of the People



Music at Communion How Sweet This Lone Vale
Based on a Gaelic air; arr. Virginia M. Van Horn

Concerns of the Church & Prayers of the People

*Hymn 156 Sing of God Made Manifest SALZBURG

1 Sing of God made manifest in a child robust and blest, to whose
home in Bethlehem where a star had guided them, magi came
and gifts unbound, signs mysterious and profound: myrrh and
frankincense and gold grave and God and king foretold.

2 Sing of God made manifest when at Jordan John confessed,

“I should be baptized by you, but your bidding | will do.”

Then from heaven a double sign— dove-like Spirit, voice divine—
hailed the true Anointed One: “This is my beloved Son.”

3 Sing of God made manifest when Christ came as wedding
guest and at Cana gave a sign, turning water into wine;

further still was love revealed as he taught, forgave, and healed,
bringing light and life to all who would listen to God’s call.

4 Sing of God made manifest on the cloud-capped mountain’s
crest, where the law and prophets waned so that Christ alone
remained: glimpse of glory, pledge of grace, given as Jesus set
his face towards the waiting cross and grave,

sign of hope that God would save.

Charge from the Steps
*Charge and Benediction Rev. Joe Genau

*Postlude In the Courts of Praise Colin Curtis



