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“Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we 
may be saved.” – Psalm 80:7 
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Our Mission 
We joyfully proclaim the 

gospel of God’s love. As  

a diverse and inclusive 

community of believers, 

we celebrate our unity in 

Christ. We believe we are 

called to compassionate 

service in our 

congregation, in our 

community and in the 

world.  We invite all who 

want to explore the great 

mystery of faith and paths 

of discipleship to join us. 
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2 YEARS TOGETHER, ROOTED IN 253 YEARS OF SERVICE 

  

World Communion Sunday 

OCTOBER 4, 2026 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S DAY 



*Please text any prayer requests to 205-924-5080 before the Sharing of the 
Peace.  Please include your name unless you wish the request to be 

anonymous. 

 
Prayer of Preparation (Silent Prayer)  

Holy God, help my life be a table of peace in troubled  
and hungry times. Amen.                   

 

Chiming of the Trinity 
 
The Waters of Baptism     

All children are invited to gather at the baptismal font. 
 

Prelude        Be Thou But Near    J. S. Bach; arr. Lani Smith 

 

*Welcome 
 
*Call to Worship       Ava Roberts, Liturgist                                                 
     
Let us gather at the river, the lake, the seashore... 

The water of Creation that tickles our toes  

and stir our hearts. 

 

Let us gather to make ancient promises new... 

To celebrate life and love known to us                            

through the steadfast love of God. 

 

Let us gather at the table to share a feast                                           

of thanksgiving and hope...                                                                                         

To see Christ in our midst and to know  

the new covenant of grace.  

 

Let us worship the God of steadfast mercy.                                                                       

Let us share peace and joy with one another! 



*Prayer of the Day  

 

 

*Hymn 5   God, the Sculptor of the Mountains    
         JENNINGS/HOUSTON 

1 God the sculptor of the mountains, God the miller of the sand, 

God the jeweler of the heavens, God the potter of the land: 

you are womb of all creation; we are formless; shape us now. 

 

2 God the nuisance of the Pharaoh, God the cleaver of the sea, 

God the pillar in the darkness, God the beacon of the free: 

you are fount of all deliverance; we are aimless; lead us now. 

 

3 God the dresser of the vineyard, God the planter of the wheat, 

God the reaper of the harvest, God the source of all we eat: 

you are host at every table; we are hungry; feed us now. 

 

4 God the unexpected infant, God the calm, determined youth, 

God the table-turning prophet, God the resurrected truth: 

you are present every moment; we are searching; meet us now. 

 

 

Invitation to Reconciliation  

 

Prayer of Brokenness 

God of mercy, when the world trembles around us  

and hearts are breaking and your people are suffering,  

we feel overwhemed.  

 



When we feel overwhelmed we can throw up our hands,  

we can give up, or give in; we can choose dispair.  

Forgive us for following these temptations                            

and guide us to your better way of hope.                                   

Make us disciples of peace and prohets for joy.  

Rewrite your Word on our hearts.                                                        

We pray in Christ’s name as we give to you our burdens...  

(silent prayer) 

                                                                                    

Declaration of Forgiveness  

Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, and restored to new life! 

 

 

Gloria  (Hymn 583)  

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Hebrew Bible Reading     

Isaiah 5: 1-7                                      (pew Bible page 634)  

The Word of God for the people of God.      Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalter                                        Psalm 80: 7-15 

 

7Restore us, O God of hosts;                                                                       

let your face shine, that we may be saved.                                                                                     
8You brought a vine out of Egypt;                                                    

you drove out the nations and planted it.  

 
9You cleared the ground for it;                                                                      

it took deep root and filled the land.                                                    
10The mountains were covered with its shade,                                        

the mighty cedars with its branches;  

 
11it sent out its branches to the sea,                                                        

and its shoots to the River.                                                                 
12Why then have you broken down its walls,                               

so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?  

 
13The boar from the forest ravages it,                                                             

and all that move in the field feed on it.                                                   
14Turn again, O God of hosts; 

 

Look down from heaven, and see;                                                                                                                                    

have regard for this vine,                                                               
15the stock that your right hand planted. 

 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Lesson  

Matthew 21: 33-46                        (pew Bible page 24)  

El Evangelio del Señor.   Te alabamos, Cristo Señor. 



 Sermon               “Whose Garden?”              

        Reverend Joe Genau 

*Hymn 506 Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table COPELAND 

 

1 Look who gathers at Christ’s table! Hear the stories that they 
bring. Some are weeping; some are laughing; 
some have songs they want to sing. Others ask why they’re 
invited, burdened by the wrong they’ve done. 
Christ insists they all are welcome. There is room for everyone. 
 
2 Clouds of light surround the table; ancient followers appear, 
saints confessing how they wrestled with their guilt, their doubt 
and fear. Peter tells of his denying Christ was ever in his sight; 
Paul relates his fruitless efforts to obliterate the light. 
 
3 Their sad stories are repeated in a thousand different ways, 
but they share one thing in common: they all end in thanks and 
praise for the host who has invited north and south and east and 
west to converge around this table, where all life is fed and blest. 
 
4 Bring your joy and bring your sadness, and prepare to be 
surprised by the host whose hands are wounded, 
who will open wide your eyes when he blesses bread and breaks 
it - truth and manna from above! - and then passes wine that 
wakens in your heart the taste of love.  
 
 

Ordination and Installation of Deacons and Elders 

To be ordained and installed:         

  Elders: Aaron Feld, Lynne Hutton, Deacon: Anthony Hardin 

To be installed: Elder: Bill Woodruff, Deacon: Deanna Dailey  

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 



*Sharing of the Peace  
 
Announcements for the Community of Faith 
 
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory     A Vineyard Grows  K. Lee Scott 

Amid the world’s bleak wilderness a vineyard grows with promise green,  

the planting of the Lord himself, the planting of the Lord.  

His love selected this terrain, his vine with love he planted here  

to bear the choicest fruit for him, the choicest fruit for him. 

We are his branches, chosen, dear, and though we feel the dresser’s knife,  

we are the objects of his care, the objects of his care. 

From him we draw the juice of life, for him supply his winery  

with fruit from which true joys derive, from which true joys derive. 

Vine, keep what I was meant to be: your branch, with your rich life in me. 

 

Offering of Tithes and Gifts 

*Doxology Hymn 607                            OLD HUNDREDTH  

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise Christ, all people here below; 
  praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
    praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Servers:  Richard Galbraith, Jessica Germany, Grace Burgess 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 



 …we join our voices … 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,   

   heaven and earth are full of your glory.    

   Hosanna in the highest.                
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of   

   the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Great is the mystery of faith: 

         Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

…we are bold to lift our voices praying the prayer Jesus taught his 

disciples:     

     *The Lord’s Prayer 

*Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 

*Communion of the People 

Music at Communion   Arabesque         Edward Broughton 

 Concerns of the Church & Prayers of the People 

 

*Hymn 822    When We Are Living  SOMOS DEL SENOR  

     Words found on insert 

 

Charge from the Steps 

 

*Charge and Benediction        Rev. Joe Genau 

 

*Postlude     Faith Leads Us Onward  Steven Scott 

 



*Hymn 822    When We Are Living  SOMOS DEL SENOR 

  (English) 

 

1 When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, 

and when we’re dying, it is in the Lord. 

Both in our living and in our dying, 

we belong to God; we belong to God. 

 

2 Through all our living, we our fruits must give. 

Good works of service are for offering. 

When we are giving, or when receiving, 

we belong to God; we belong to God. 

 

3 ’Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain, 

when sensing beauty or in love’s embrace, 

whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, 

we belong to God; we belong to God. 

 

4 Across this wide world, we shall always find 

those who are crying with no peace of mind, 

but when we help them, or when we feed them, 

we belong to God; we belong to God. 

 

 

Spanish verses on flip side. 

 

 

 

 



*Hymn 822    When We Are Living  SOMOS DEL SENOR 

(Spanish) 

 

1 Pues si vivimos, para Él vivimos, 

y si morimos para Él morimos. 

Sea que vivamos o que muramos, 

somos del Señor, somos del Señor. 

 

2 En esta vida frutos hay que dar 

y buenas obras hemos de ofrendar. 

Sea ya que demos o que recibamos, 

somos del Señor, somos del Señor. 

 

3 En la tristeza y en el dolor, 

en la belleza y en el amor, 

sea que suframos o que gocemos, 

somos del Señor, somos del Señor. 

 

4 En este mundo por doquier habrá 

gente que llora y sin consolar. 

Sea que ayudemos o que alimentemos, 

somos del Señor, somos del Señor. 

 

 

English verses on flip side. 

 


	Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   praise Christ, all people here below;   praise Holy Spirit evermore;     praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

