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“God shall judge between the nations,                         
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;  
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.” 

   -Isaiah 2:4  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
We joyfully proclaim the 

gospel of God’s love. As  

a diverse and inclusive 

community of believers, 

we celebrate our unity in 

Christ. We believe we are 

called to compassionate 

service in our 

congregation, in our 

community and in the 

world.  We invite all who 

want to explore the great 

mystery of faith and paths 

of discipleship to join us. 
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*Please text any prayer requests to 205-924-5080 before the Sharing of the 
Peace.  Please include your name unless you wish the request to be 
anonymous.  

 
Prayer of Preparation (Silent Prayer)  

In you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits. Truly, my hope is in you. 
                Amen. 

Chiming of the Trinity 

 
The Waters of Baptism    All children are invited to gather  
      at the baptismal font. 
 

Prelude   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   
       Rowland H. Pritchard; arr. Keith Christopher 

     

*Welcome 
 
*Call to Worship           Julie Metheny, Liturgist 
 

This is our Advent, the time when we remember: 

God is urgently waiting to finally arrive.  

God, we have been waiting for you, too. 

Yet you often arrive before we notice:  

in the place we did not expect, in the word we did not hear. 

 

Right before you change a life, your angels always say,  

“Do not be afraid.” 

You are here to change this place.  We are not afraid. 

 

 

*Lighting of the First Advent Candle                             

    Julianne, Landen, and Juliette Tharp 



Advent Introit              God of the Sunlight and Moon 

Verse 1:  God of the starlight and moon, 

            mystery God of the midnight blue skies.   

            Love drawing near, dreaming new futures:   

            fire of our hearts arise. 

  

*Hymn 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  VENI EMMANUEL

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
 
2 O come, thou Wisdom from 
on high, who orderest all 
things mightily: to us the path 
of knowledge show; and teach 
us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
5 O come, thou Key of David, 
come, and open wide our 
heavenly home; make safe 
the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 

 
6 O come, thou Dayspring, 
come and cheer our spirits by 
thine advent here; disperse 
The gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put 
to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
7 O come, Desire of nations, 
bind all peoples in one heart 
and mind; bid envy, strife, and 
discord cease; fill the whole 
world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel.

 
 
Invitation to Reconciliation  
 
 



Prayer of Brokenness 

Holy and beloved God, it is hard to hope when the shadows 
creep in. It is hard to hope when the days are short.   
It is hard to hope when we turn away from suffering.  
Yet, your light shines. Your hope abides with us,  
awakening us to your love, and calling us to share your light 
with each other. We are in need of your forgiveness,  
your peace, your hope, your comfort, and your welcome.  
Come, Holy Spirit, refresh us, reorient us and  
show us the true wonder of these days.  
We offer to you in silence the troubles of our hearts… 
(Silent Confession) 

  

Advent Response  Hymn 103 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, and restored to new life! 
 



Prayer for Illumination  
 

Reading from the Prophets 

Isaiah 2: 1-5                                  (pew Bible pages 631-632)  

The Word of God for the people of God.       Thanks be to God. 

  
 
Psalter                                              Psalm 122 

1I was glad when they said to me,  

 “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
2Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 
3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together.  
4To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,  

as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
5For there the thrones for judgment were set up,  

 the thrones of the house of David. 

 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  

 “May they prosper who love you.  
7Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.” 
8For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say,  

 “Peace be within you.”  
9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,  

 I will seek your good. 

 

 Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God. 

 



Gospel Lesson 

Matthew 34: 36-44      (pew Bible pages 27-28)  

El Evangelio del Señor.   Te alabamos, Cristo Señor. 

 

Sermon     “Tension”     

         The Reverend Joe Genau 

 

*Hymn 97  Watchman, Tell Us of the Night  ABERYSTWYTH 

 
1 Watchman, tell us of the night, what its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, what a wondrous sight: see that glory-beaming star. 
Watchman, does its beauteous ray news of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, promised day of Israel.
 
2 Watchman, tell us of the 
night; higher yet that star 
ascends. Traveler, 
blessedness and light, 
peace and truth its course 
portends. Watchman, will its 
beams alone gild the spot that 
gave them birth? 
Traveler, ages are its own; 
see, it bursts o’er all the earth. 

 
3 Watchman, tell us of the 
night, for the morning seems 
to dawn. Traveler, shadows 
take their flight; doubt and 
terror are withdrawn. 
Watchman, you may go your 
way; hasten to your quiet 
home. 
Traveler, we rejoice today, 
for Emmanuel has come!

 
*Sharing of the Peace  
 
Announcements for the Community of Faith 
 
Call to Offering 
 



Anthem      We Shall Behold Him       Dottie Rambo 

   

The sky shall unfold, preparing His entrance; the stars shall applaud Him 
with thunders of praise. The sweet light in His eyes,  
His eyes shall enhance those awaiting; and we shall behold Him  
then face to face. And we shall behold Him, we shall behold Him  
face to face in all of His glory. O we shall behold Him,  
Yes, we shall behold Him face to face, our Savior and Lord. 
  
  

Offering of Tithes and Gifts 
 
*Doxology Hymn 607                            OLD HUNDREDTH  
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise Christ, all people here below; 
  praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
    praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Servers: Ann Ray, Carolyn Crocker, Deanna Dailey 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

   It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

…we join our voices … 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,   

   heaven and earth are full of your glory.    

   Hosanna in the highest.                
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of   

   the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Great is the mystery of faith: 

         Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  



…we are bold to lift our voices praying the prayer Jesus taught his 

disciples:   *The Lord’s Prayer 

 

*Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 

 

*Communion of the People 

 

Music at Communion  Chant du Berger (Shepherd’s Song) 

       Gustav Merkel; arr. Lani Smith  

 

Concerns of the Church & Prayers of the People 

 

*Hymn 93        Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates       TRURO 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;  

behold the King of glory waits;  

the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 

2 Fling wide the portals of 

your heart; make it a temple, 

set apart from earthly use for 

heaven’s employ, adorned 

with prayer and love and joy. 

3 Redeemer, come! I open 

wide my heart to thee; here, 

Lord, abide. Let me thy inner 

presence feel; thy grace and 

love in me reveal.

*Charge from the Steps 

*Charge and Benediction           Rev. Joe Genau 

*Postlude       Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall Come        James Denton         

 

† Out of the Blue: Call to Worship, Invocation, Advent Candle lighting, 

    and hymn God of the Sunlight and Moon,  © 2025 Barn Geese Worship.   
    Used by permission. [Adapted by Pastor Joe Genau] 


