
Edgewood Presbyterian Church  
Homewood, Alabama 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2022 

 
**Please text any prayer requests to 205-924-5080 before the Sharing of the Peace.  
Please include your name, unless you wish the request to be anonymous. ** 
 
 
Prayer of Preparation 

God with us, help me to see your joy breaking through.  Amen. 
 
 
Chiming of the Trinity 

The Water of Baptism 

Prelude    Advent Meditation   Douglas E. Wagner  
EPC Hand Bell Choir 

  
  
Welcome        Rev. Joe Genau   
 
Call to Worship       Sofia Cagle, liturgist  
   
 
O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, Sun of justice:  
Come, shine on those who live in darkness and in the shadow of death.  
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
O Ruler of the nations, Monarch for whom the people long,  
you are the cornerstone uniting all humanity: 
Come, save us all, whom you formed out of clay. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
God of grace, ever faithful to your promises, 
the earth rejoices in hope of our Savior’s coming  
and looks forward with longing to his return at the end of time. 
Prepare our hearts to receive him when he comes,  
for he is Lord forever and ever. 
 
 
 
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle  Cayla, Britt, and Britton Busbee 
 
Hymn 100  Canticle of the Turning  STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 



 
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 

that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 

and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest. 

Could the world be about to turn? 
 

Refrain: 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn. 
 
 

2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
you work great things in me, 

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be. 

Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 

 
 

3 From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears 
every tyrant from his throne. 

The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
for the food they can never earn; 

there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 

 
 

4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
we remember who holds us fast: 

God’s mercy must deliver us 
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard 
is the promise which holds us bound, 

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
who is turning the world around. (Refrain) 



Invitation to Reconciliation 
 
    
Prayer of Brokenness        
 
Holy and beloved God, we struggle to feel joy when we see so much tearing down. It is 
hard to find joy when we have torn people down, instead of building them up.  It is hard to 
rejoice when we turn away from your justice. Yet, your light shines. 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

Your joy abides with us showing us that freedom and growth and restoration are your 
dreams for us. We are in need of your forgiveness, your peace,                                                                                    
your hope, your comfort, and your joyful welcome. 

 

Refrain For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits; truly my hope is in you. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, refresh us, reorient us and show us the true wonder of these days. 

 

Refrain For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits; truly my hope is in you. 
 
 
 
Declaration of Forgiveness  
  
 Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, and restored to new life! 
 
 
 



Prayer for Illumination     
Psalter       Psalm 146: 5-10 
 
 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,      
 whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;    
 who keeps faith forever; 
7 who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.   
 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.       
 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;     
 the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 the LORD watches over the strangers; God upholds the orphan and the widow,  
 but the way of the wicked God brings to ruin. 
10 the LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.   
 Praise the LORD!	 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 
Gospel Lesson       Luke 1: 46b-55 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 Sermon   “Rejoices”  The Rev. Joe Genau 
 
 
Sharing of the Peace   
 
  
Announcements for the Community of Faith 
 
 
Offertory A Lowly Rose Is Blooming  Johannes Brahms 

 

 
Offering of Tithes and Gifts  
 



Hymn 144  In the Bleak Midwinter  CRANHAM

 

1 In the bleak midwinter, 
frosty wind made moan; 
earth stood hard as iron, 

water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 
2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 

nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away 

when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak midwinter 
a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 
 

3 Angels and archangels 
may have gathered there; 
cherubim and seraphim 

thronged the air; 
but his mother only, 
in her maiden bliss, 

worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

4 What can I give him, 
poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, 
I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him: give my heart.. 

Edgewood Presbyterian Church Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Narrators                     Madeline Cagle     Sofia Cagle 

                                     

Lamb                          Clara Deslattes-White 

Lion                            Carter Deslattes-White 

  

Mary                           Karina Steffek  

Joseph                         Harrison Deslattes-White 

  

Guiding Star               Ava Kraft 

  

Wisemen                     Cooper Bratton 

                                    Oliver Kraft 



  

Shepherd                     Oliver Bridges 

                                    Nolan Smith 

Sheep                          Otto Kraft                    

  

Guardian Angels         Nora Kane       Camryn Flowers 

Cherub                        Reilly Kane 

  

  

 Narrative addition adapted from “The Singing of Angels” by Howard Thurman. 

  

THANK YOU! 

To Amanda Klimko, Choir and Ukulele Troupe for angelic collaboration, 

To Melissa Tate and Nancy Turpen for the beautiful costumes, 

To the parents of our performers, for help with costumes and hymn practice, 

     And to the children for their sweet gifts of wonder and boundless energy.         
AND from all of us to our fearless leader, director, and producer, Lynne Hutton!  

  

 

  

  

  

 
 


